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villagers remarked that at this period the principals
behave to each other like enemies. The girl's parents
will make exorbitant demands for gifts ; the boy's
parents will bargain; and the match-maker goes
between them. The mairiage gift, including money,
dress, and ornaments, will be sent on three ceremonial
occasions. The total amount of a proper marriage
gift varies from two to four hundred dollars.1
It is far from correct to regard the bargaining as a
kind of economic transaction. It is not a compen-
sation to the girl's parents. All the gifts, except that
offered to the girl's relatives, will be returned to the
boy's Chia as the dowry, to which the girl's parents
will add nearly as much as the marriage gift. How
much the girl's parents will add it is difficult to esti-
mate, but according to the rule generally accepted,
they will be disgraced if they cannot match at least the
marriage gift, and the girl's position in her new Chia
will be an embarrassing one.
The keen bargaining, hotly carried on, has a twofold
meaning. It is a psychological expression of the con-
flict between mother-love and patrilineal descent. As
the people put it, " We cannot let them have our girls
without making a fuss." On the sociological side, it
is important because the marriage gifts and dowry are,
in fact, the contribution of the parents on both sides
to provide the material basis for the new family, and a
periodic renewing of the material basis of the house-
hold for each generation.
The point must be made clear that from the economic
point of view the marriage is disadvantageous to the
girl's parents. The girl, as soon as she is mature and
1 A Chinese dollar equals in English currency about is.—is. $d. in normal
exchange rate,

